
APRIL 26,1900. III.THE YOUTH'S COMPANION.

Hints for Choosing a Canoe.
"Whatkindofa canoeshallI buyandhow
shallI chooseher?"is a questionfrequently
askedmein thespringbywould-becanoeists.
To themI reply,"It dependsagooddealonthe
purposeforwhichyouwantthecanoe,butthere
area fewgeneralpointswhichmaywellbe
borneinmindbyanyoneingoingtopurchase."
In thefirstplace,wehavethematerialtocon
sider.Shallthecanoe1*ofcanvas,barkorwood?
Thegreatestobjectiontocanvascanoesisthat
th^areusuallyofa modelunsuitedforgeneral
work. As roomyladies'boatstobeusedona
small,calmriver,theyaresufficientlysatisfac
tory; butforlongtrips,oronlargewaterwhere
oneislikelytofindheavywindandsea,theyare
anythingbutgood.
Butquiteirrespectiveofmodel,canvasisnot,
in theopinionof manycanoemen,a desirable
materialfor coveringa canoe.It is lessstiff
thanwood,andtheyregarditas"logy"andlimp
incomparison.Thecanvascanoe,theysay,lias
no"life"inher,noresiliency.
Aftermuchuse,thecanvascraftgetsbadly
water-soaked,andbecomesheavy.It isnotless
easilybroken,andisverylittlelighterthanbass-
wood,whichis far livelier.A cedarcanoeis
aboutthesameweightasa canvasoneofequal
size.Canvasisalsoinferiortowoodforspeed—
probablybecauseits lackof lifeor resiliency
causesit to dragasa barkcanoedoeswhen
forcedfastthroughthewater.HutI mustsay,
in justiceto thecanvascanoe,thatit is very
"dry"wheningoodorder,andnotatallaptto
becomeleakyunlessbadlyused.
Theprincipalmeritof birchbarkisthatit is
themosteasilymendedof canoematerials; but
it is correspondinglyeasilybroken.Whenout
ona longtrip,awayfromcivilization,it cer
tainlyisanadvantagetobeabletomendyour
boatin a fewminuteswitha littlebarkand
rosin;butthisadvantageisoffsetbytheextreme
careoneis obligedtoexercise.A blowona
rockwhichwouldonlyscratcha woodenboat
willputaholeinabirch.
Themodelof thebirchis almostalwaysas
objectionableas is thatof thecanvascanoe,
andthespeedof thebirchis inferiortothatof
thewoodenboat.It iseasytogetupacertain
rateof progress,butthecanoethenbeginsto
drag,andthewoodencanoewilleasilypassit.
Thebestall-aroundmaterialis undoubtedly
wood.It is stronger,stiffer,faster,andmakes
abettersea-boatthananythingelse.
Basswoodis thebestmaterialforamanwho
wantsa strong,serviceableboat,anddoesnot
mindafewextrapoundsofweight.
Cedaris lighterthanbasswood,takesona
higherfinish,butis notasstrong.A sixteen-
footbasswoodcanoewillweighfromfifty-fiveto
sixty-fivepounds,anda cedarfromfortyto
fifty-five.Thecostofacedarexceedsthatof a
basswoodbyfromtentotwenty-fivedollars.
By allmeanschoosea"smoothskin,"thatis,
a canoeperfectlysmoothontheoutside.The
lapstreak,thatmethodusuallyadoptedinskiffs,
in whichtheouterstripslapoveroneanother,
hasnoadvantageswliateverforacanoe,butit
retardsspeedandis ugly. Canadianbuilders,
whoturnoutthebestopenpaddlingcanoesfor
cruising,uniformlybuildthemsmoothskin.
In choosingyourboat,avoidhighbows.The
bowshouldbeas lowas is consistentwith
reasonableproportions.Manymodels,especially
canvasandbirch-barkcanoes,arebuiltwith
great,uselessbows,whichsimplyaddsomuch
extraweighttotheboat,andareveryannoying
wind-catchers.Any onewhohaspaddledfor
severalhourswithaheavywindonthequarter
or deadaheadknowsthateachsurplusinchof
bowmeansagreatdealofneedlesshardwork.
If youwisha particularlystiffboat,oneof
greatcarryingcapacity,andanexcellentcruising
andcampingboat,youwill takeamodelwitha
"tumble-home"—thatis, a modelwherethe
sidesslopeinboardinsteadof outboard,asthey
nearthegunwale.This givesmorewetted
surface,withthecanoelight,thantheordinary
model,asthebottomisflatter; alsoit causesthe
boatto be somewhatlesscrankythanthe
ordinarymodel.
Myobjectiontothetumble-homecanoeisthat
sheis slowerthana goodcanoewithouta
tumble-home,besidesbeingnotquiteaseasily
handledandresponsivetothepaddleina sea.
Sheis usuallyallegedto bea bettersea-boat,
probablyon accountof hergreaterstiffness,
butI havenotfoundherso.
Asregardssize,themostgenerallyusedcanoe
is thesixteen-footer,andforordinarygeneral
purposeworkthatisthesizeI shouldstrongly
advise.If onesometimeswishesto useher
alone,hewill findshecanbeeasilyhandledby
oneman,andisequallysatisfactorywhenthree
orfourpeopleareputinher.
A sixteen-footcanoewillcarrytwomenand

fourhundredpoundsof "duffle"withease.I,
myself,liaveputsixmenin sucha boat,and
althoughof coursethissankhersomuchthat
herfreeboardwasveryslight,it didnotexhaust
hercarryingcapacity.Theseremarksapplyto
anordinarysixteen-footwoodencanoe.
Of coursesuchboatsvary'verymuchin size,
thebeamrunningfromtwenty-eighttothirty-two
inehes,andthedepthfromnineto twelveor
more.Thesizewitha thirty-inchbeamanda
depthoftwelveinchesis,onthewhole,themost
satisfactory.
Basswoodisusuallypainted,cedarvarnished.
Forroughusagethebasswoodboatis thebest;
asregardsappearanceandlightness,cedartakes
thepalm.
OnepointI wouldemphasize.Besurethat
youhavethwartsinsteadof seatsinyourcanoe,
andlearntopaddlekneelingwithbothkneeson
thefloorleaningagainsta thwart,insteadof
perchedupona seatwithyourfeetoutin front
of you. Thelattermethodis wellenoughfor
thosewhogocanoeingonlytotakeoutladies.
It alsocanbeusedwitheffectinaracingcanoe
withadouble-bladedpaddle,butI amspeaking
ofsingle-bladework. A sittingpaddlerhasno
sortof controloverthebalanceofhisboat,is
notableto usehisstrengthproperly,and1ms
butlittle"purchase"onthewater.
Anyonewholiasevergoneona longtrip
involvingbrokenwater,whohasevershota
roughrapid,orhandleda canoeina heavysea
wheretheboatrequiredtobecontinuallynursed,
knowstliatonecannotsitanddoanyof those
thingswitheitherskill,comfortorsafety.
All of whichsignifiesthatif onechoosesa
canoesixteenfeetlongbythirtyindieswideby
twelveinchesdeep,builtof cedarorbasswood,
smoothskin,andwithorwithoutatumble-home,
hecannotgofarwrong.
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Tipj
Notlongagoacuriouslawsuitwasfoughtand
decidedinChemnitz,Saxony.A gentlemanhad
beenstayingata certainhotelfourweeks,and
throughoutthattimehadhadtheserviceof
"Boots,"whoblacksyourboots,brushesyour
clothes,andperformsotherlittleservices.
Whenthegentlemanwasleavingthehotel,he
gavetoHootsafeeoffourmarks—aboutadollar.
Bootsdemandedmore,andwhenthegentleman
refusedtogive it

,

suedhimforanamountwhich
wouldmakeupthe"tip" totwelvemarks,or
threemarksa week.In hispleaheallegedthat
thehotelproprietordidnotpayhimanything;
thathereceivedonlyhisboardandlodgingand

I hadtopaytwoassistants; thathedependedon' tipsforcompensationforhisservices,andwas
entitledtoreceivethemregularlyfromguestsof
thehotel.
ThecourtgavejudgmenttoBootsfortenmarks,
thusfullyrecognizingthelegalityof thetipping
system.Thejudgmenthasbeenappealedagainst
bytheCommercialTravellers'UmonofLeipsic.
Thetippingsystemliasbeengrowingin the
OldWorldformanyyears,andhasmademuch
headwayin America.Theuseof theverb"to
tip" in thissenseis accountedasslang,but it

shouldreallybeconsideredlegitimateidiom,since

it hasbeeninusein thissensefortwohundred
years.
At thevery
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Don't Buy a New Stove
Till youlooktheold
overthoroughlyand
tofindoutwhat'swrong
withit. Chancesare,the
reasonit doesn'tbake
better is becausethe
liningtothefire-box

is crackedor has
holesbrokenthrough
it. Thisallowsthe
heatdirectaccessto
thefrontovenplates if

andcausestheoven ^tobakeunevenly.
Theneglectofstovelinlntjsruinsmorestoresthanall othercausescombined.A fewcents'
worthof

Champion Stove Clay
willmendthebreakandsaveyouthepriceof
a newstove.Try it. It is a combinationofpowderedfire-claysandplumbago.Mixwith
wateranduselikemortarorcement.AnyonecanuseIt. Keepaboxonhand.It'scheap.Buy it ofstove-dealersandathardware
andgeneralstores.Writeus if youcan'tgetit.
Don'tneglectthestovelining;the
lifeof thestovedependsuponIt.
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Pit V,r.-.. ,{iiv*w.»,6u*v iscaill IU I3UgS.1897.Pat.inCanadaNot.FormlebyalIlocaldealers.Samplefree.2
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Danforth Chemical Co.,
P. O.Box806,Leominster,Mass.

hi-rnnlrtgtippingwasproperly
regardedasa kindof bribery,andso if stillis.
A publicservant,like a beadleoraverger,was
tippedtoleadhimtoperformsomespecialservice,
w'hlclijHjssiblywasagainsthisorders,or thedoing o

f

whichforonepreventedhimfromdoing
hisdutytoanother.At thepresentdayarail
way,hotelor restaurantservantis inducedby
beingtippedtodohisordinarywork a littlemore
carefullythanusual;andverylikelyhe is led
byhis tip to neglectanotherpatronwholias
atreaily paidforliisservices.
In thissensethetippingsystemis wrongand
unjust.In gentlemen'sclubstippingis rigidly
prohibited,becauseit involvesinequalityofser
vice,andperfectequalityis thefirstrequisiteof
a goodclub. Hut tipping is notwrong if

,

for

a fair;mdequalservicerendered,withoutthe
expectationo

f
a tip,asmallgratuityis willingly

given.
TheEnglishusetheverb"totip"in a sense
whichdoesnotprevailin theLnitedStates.
Thatis,inthesenseofasmallgiftofmoneytoa
boyorgirl,givennotfora servicerenderedor
expected,butmerelyoutofgoodfeelingorgener
osity.In Thackeray'snovelsandlettersschool
boysare alwaysbeingtippedby grown-up
relativesandfriends,Evenboysofwealthand
ofaristocraticlineageseem,in Thackeray'sand
otherEnglishnovels,tobealwayswatchingto
betippedbytheirelders.Thackeray,whohad
beena schoolboyatCharterhouse,in afterlife
alwayswentpreparedtotiptheboysthere,or
someof them,whenhevisitedtheschool.All
theboys,whowereofgoodfamilies,seemedto
regardtheacceptanceo

f

thesegiftsofmoneyas
notbeneaththeirdignity.
It is relatedin Mr.Melville's"Lifeof Thack
eray,"thatheanda friendwereoncewalking
onthestreetin London,whentheysaw a pre
ceptresswithsixsmallschoolgirlscomingdown
thestreetandabouttomeetthem."Seethose
littlegirlscoming! " saidThackeray."Let'stip
'em!" Sohesearchedin hispocketsforcoins,
andwhenthegirlscameup heexclaimedto
them,"Sixbrightlittlegirls,andsixbrightlittle
sixpences!"andgavethemeachsixpence.
This readyacceptanceof moneyfrom a

stranger,or fromanyonebut a parentornear
relative,is totallyagainsttheprinciplesofwell-
taughtAmericanchildren,nomatterif theytire
quitepoor.It is tobehopedthat it willremain
so.
Untilwithina recentperiod,anyAmerican
railwayemployewouldhavescornedtipping.
Unfortunatelythis is notnowthecase.The
practiceis becomingverycommon,andinrestau
rantsandhotelsthetippingofwaitersis almost
universal.It is still,however,a practicefor
whichfewdefendersarefound,andmanymen
ofundoubtedgenerosityofhabitstandoutagainst

it onaccountofitsessentialinjustice.
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